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OPCIÓ A/OPCIÓN A 

 
Part A. Reading Comprehension 
Read the following text: 

 
 

SHE WORKED IN HOMES FOR DECADES,  
LIKE THE MAIN CHARACTER IN THE FILM ‘ROMA’ 

 
Marcelina Bautista wept the first time she watched ‘Roma’, the Oscar-winning drama about a 
domestic worker’s complicated relationship with the family that employs her. Like Cleo, the film’s 
protagonist, Bautista had spent years living in other people’s homes, cooking their meals, cleaning 
up their messes and caring for their kids. Like Cleo, she often felt isolated and had at times 
suffered discrimination and abuse. 
 
But unlike Cleo, Bautista fought back. Three decades ago, she began quietly organizing workers 
and created Mexico’s first-ever trade union for domestic workers. The union’s demands were 
simple, that the 2.4 million Mexicans who work in private homes be treated as formal employees, 
protected from abuse and given contracts that ensure fair wages, limited working hours and paid 
vacations.  
 
The movement has won major gains and last December, Mexico’s Supreme Court ruled that 
domestic workers have a right to receive social security benefits. Then, the film’s writer and 
director, Alfonso Cuaron, asked Bautista to introduce the movie at its premiere, and this month 
both explained another Supreme Court decision, which eventually will require people who employ 
domestic workers to pay into the country’s social security system. They said conditions for 
domestic workers today are similar to those portrayed in the film, which is set in the 1970s, and 
that the jobs are typically so low-paid that even middle-class families can afford hired help. 
 
Cuaron, whose film is based loosely on his own childhood, has given the union the rights to use 
the movie to help its cause. 

 
Adapted from an article by Kate Linthicum, Los Angeles Times, 21-02-2019 
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I. Answer the following questions using your own words but taking into account the 
information in the text. (2 points: 1 point each) 
 
a. What is the main difference between Bautista and Cleo after comparing their lives? 
b. What are the main achievements of Bautista´s movement? 
 

II.  Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? Identify the part of the text that 
supports your answer by copying the exact passage on the answer sheet. (1.5 points: 0.5 
each) 
 

 a. Bautista used to work in an old people’s home. 
 b. The conditions of domestic workers in the 70s were similar to those of today. 
 c. The film is inspired by the director´s younger years. 
 

III. Find a synonym for each of the four words below from these six options. All words are 
underlined in the text (1 point: 0.25 each) 

 
messes           isolated             wages           premiere           portrayed            hired 

 
a. described 
b. first showing 
c. earnings 
d. contracted 

 
IV. Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. (1.5 points: 0.5 

each)  
 

1. Marcelina Bautista was… 
a) Roma´s main actress. 
b) a worker in a nursing home. 
c) a domestic employee. 
 
2. The first Mexican trade union for domestic workers was founded… 
a) 30 years ago. 
b) by Cleo under Bautista´s supervision. 
c) to have major gains. 
 
3. The conditions of workers in today's real world and those of the film… 
a) have no possible comparison. 
b) are comparable. 
c) are quite similar because families have never been able to afford their help. 
 

 
 
Part B. Composition (130 to 150 words approximately) (4 points) 
 
Do you think it's easy to find a job today? Give reasons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


